BY-LAWS/CONSTITUTION OF THE 
ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
LADIES ALTAR SODALITY
PREAMLBE
Whereas, the Church, as set forth by Christ, is a community of believers are called to Salvation through Christ;


Whereas, Vatican Council II has stressed the role of laity and invited all to consider ministry in the Church; 
Whereas, the women of the Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Gardendale, Alabama, have been gathering since the 1970’s, they choose to offer their time, talents and treasures in service to the Church;
ARTICLE I – NAME
· Section 1.  An organization of women of the Parish is hereby formed
· Section 2.  The name of this organization shall be St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Ladies Altar Sodality (SEAS LAS)
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 
· Section 1. The purpose of this Sodality shall be:
· To purchase vestments for Father, cassocks/surplices for the Altar servers, bread and sacramental wine for communion, candles and other items for the altar or needs of the Priest.
· To provide cleaning services for the Parish, especially during Christmas and Easter.

· To strengthen and foster the bonds of love and nurture personal holiness in all the members of the parish. 

· To take leadership in service to the Parish and to the Community.
· To serve with joy and be an example of Christ

· To help in fund-raising activities
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
· Section 1. Membership in this Sodality shall be open to all ladies 18 years of age and over who want to participate in accomplishing the purpose listed above. 

· Section 2. All members are urged to frequently receive the Sacraments and to nourish a deep devotion to Mary, Mother of God and Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Patron of the Sodality. 

· Section 3. All members are encouraged to attend the regular monthly meetings.
· Section 4.  The SEAS LAS fiscal year runs from January 1 – December 31.  The Sodality breaks for the summer months of June through July.  Membership dues are twelve (12) dollars yearly to be paid to the treasurer. Dues maybe deposited into the treasury monthly, quarterly or annually.  Members who are unable to afford the annual dues should meet with the Spiritual Director and dues may be waived.  
ARTICLE IV – SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
· Section 1.  The Priest of this Parish shall be the Spiritual Director of the Sodality.

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS
· Section 1. Officers of the Sodality shall be: President, Vice President, Spiritual Director, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

· Section 2. No member shall hold the same office for more than 2 consecutive terms. 

· Section 3. Term of office shall be for two years. 

· Section 4. At the April meeting, prior to the May election meeting, the Executive Board shall present a slate of potential members in coordination with the Spiritual Director for consideration. Nominations will also be accepted from the Floor, at the election meeting. 

· Section 5. Election shall be by secret ballot of the members and the candidate receiving a majority of votes shall be declared duly elected. 

· Section 6. Elections shall take place annually, during the month of April and Installation of officers will take place in May. 

ARTICLE V – QUORUM
· Section 1.  A majority of the members must be present to constitute a quorum.
ARTICLE VI- DUTIES OF OFFICERS

· Section l. The President shall preside at all general assembly meetings and at meetings of the Executive Board. She shall be an ex-officio member of all committees. 

· Section 2. The Vice President shall preside, in the absence of the President. Should the office of President become vacant, she will assume that office for the remainder of that term. She shall assist the President in planning the agenda and assist all committee chairpersons. 

· Section 3. The Secretary shall keep a full and accurate record of the work and meetings of the Sodality. She shall also be responsible for keeping a complete file, in good order, pertaining to all reports and records of the Sodalities’ activities. She will record accurate minutes of each meeting. 

· Section 4. The Treasurer shall handle all monies received for dues and from fundraisers and projects. All checks shall be co-signed that exceeds $300.00 (three hundred dollars) by the President and Treasurer or the President’s designee from the Executive Board. The Secretary with the help of the Treasurer shall compile an annual report of the events and the financial status of the Sodality. Copies of such reports shall be presented to the Board and available for Parish Meetings.
ARTICLE VII – VACANCIES

· Section 1.  When a vacancy occurs in the office of the President, except on completion of term, the Vice-President shall immediately become President and shall complete the term.  
· Section 2.  A special election shall be held to fill the position of Vice-President.  
· Section 3.  When a vacancy occurs in any other office, the vacancy will be filled by an appointment of the Executive Board.
ARTICLE VIII – FINANCES

· Section 1. All monies accumulated by this organization are for the financial support of the church. Funds designated for special or restricted accounts will be maintained in accordance with the intention as approved by motion and affirmative vote of membership.   No money shall be disbursed until it has been authorized by motion and affirmative vote of the membership. Exception: Contributions may be disbursed by recommendation of the Executive Board (i.e. flowers, gift, masses, reimbursements for approved expenses, etc) without membership vote. 

· Section 2. Profits realized from fundraising events and projects must be provided to the Treasurer for deposit within 3 days after the event. Funds should be accompanied by a financial report of income, expenditures and profit. Money must first be deposited into the SEAS LAS account prior to disbursement by the Treasurer.  
· Section 3.  Any funds that may be in dispute, or are ambiguous or non sufficient charges (NSF) will be discussed between the Executive Board and if necessary be referred to counsel with the Spiritual Director.  
· Section 4.  Requests for donations from the Sodality will be reviewed by the Executive Board prior to presentation to the Sodality members.  Requests for funds or donations that exceed the capacity and scope of the Sodality will be presented to the Spiritual Director. 
ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES
· Section 1.  The President of the Altar Sodality shall appoint Standing Committees and any necessary special committee.  
· Section 2.  The Spiritual Director (Pastor) shall be a member ex-officio of all committees. 
· Section 3.  The President shall be a member of all committees. 
ARTICLE X -PRAYERS
· Section 1.  The opening prayer for each meeting offered by either the Spiritual Director (Pastor) or the President. The closing prayer shall be offered by a member of the Board and shall include a Hail Mary on behalf of designated members. 

ARTICLE XI- HUMAN AND SPIRITUAL INVOLVEMENT

· Section 1. The women of the Sodality, shall involve themselves whenever and wherever Christian love urges us to be; visiting the elderly and sick, comforting the afflicted, helping the needy, showing compassion and interest in all worthy causes, particularly the ones affecting the spiritual and moral standards of our community.
ARTICLE XII – DEATHS

· Section 1.  In the event of the death of a member or their spouse, the President of the Sodality shall call for a prayer service.  Members of the Altar Sodality shall attend the Funeral Mass as a body.  Each member shall pray a rosary for the departed member. The Altar Sodality shall offer the next Altar Sodality MASS for the departed member.
ARTICLE XIII – AMENDMENTS

· Section 1.  This Constitution may be amended by an affirmative vote of the majority of the members with the Executive Board present at the regular meeting. 
These By-Laws have been duly adopted on November 10, 2008, and will take effect immediately.

1. 1st Amendment – Article III, Section 4 – Change fiscal year to Calendar Year – January 5, 2009
2. 2nd Amendment –Article VII, Section 3 – Change vacancy filled by Board to vacancy by vote of the members

3. Recognize the Lady of G as Outreach Ministry of St,
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